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Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee Meeting of Monday, August 
13, 2012. 
  
The meeting was called to order by Alderman Wilkins at about 8:05 p.m.  Present were Mayor Grenke, 
Aldermen Simmons, Angell, Magley, Sanders, and Bormann.  Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police 
Chief Larry Dudgeon, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, James Smith, and others. 
 
Comments from Citizens
None 
 
City Prosecutor
No report. 
 
Police Department
Dudgeon presented the report of July activities and calls for the Police Department.  He told the 
Committee that his department had processed more than 400 written reports in the past monthBup 
about 30% from last year.  Sanders asked if there was that great an increase in crime.  Dudgeon said 
he was not sure; there may be more crimes, but part of the increase might be because people have a 
heightened expectation of results from the police.   
 
None of the present increase comes from the Abath salts@ problem.  But Dudgeon said that he was 
advocating for an ordinance to make sale of all types of Asynthetic marijuana@ a crime.  He stated that 
his department would be able to deal with businesses furnishing such chemicals by treating each day 
as a separate offense, creating a higher penalty than just the single $500 fine from City Court.  There 
was brief discussion about the content of such an ordinance.  The topic will be further discussed at the 
regular Board meeting.  
 
Fire Department
Rusch reported that damage from a broken water pipe in the main fire station had delayed the report of 
Fire Department activities in July.  It will be delivered latter.  Rusch did say that there had already been 
24 medical calls in the first six days of August. 
 
Rusch still does not have a specific date for picking up the replacement fire truck.  The vender has 
been prioritizing brush rigs and similar apparatus because of the drought and increased fire danger. 
 
Behrns said that he doubted the damage from the water leak will exceed the $5,000 deductible on the 
City=s property insurance coverage.  When the water crew can better isolate the break, he will ask 
Harper and Brown for estimates on repair.  Rusch said there was some damage to the lower walls and 
carpet, which can mostly be fixed by the firefighters.  
 
Rusch provided Mayor Grenke with an application from a prospective firefighter.  This person is almost 
EMT certified.  The mayor will consider the applicant for appointment at the regular Board meeting. 
  
Emergency Management
The LEPC will be conducting a tabletop exercise at the State Farm headquarters on Tuesday and 
Behrns will attend. 
 
Protective Inspection  
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Behrns noted that the count for new housing permits was now up to 14 for the calendar year. 
Behrns reported on the (sometimes slow) progress on a number of dangerous structure and nuisance 
notices.  Several of the offenders are now, at least temporarily, corrected.  The owner of Double D 
Seeds says he will be removing an awning and arranging to repair some prick work.  Greenwood and 
Creason have removed damaged porch roofs.  Davis has fixed some gutters and cracks in a brick 
facade.  The house at Columbia and Sneed is down now, but removal of debris is slow.  Mrs. Yeager is 
still trying to find out if she can get help from an Amish person to help tear down her house on Allen 
Street.   
 
Economic Development
Ginny Zoellers will be attending the regular Board meeting.  An agenda for tomorrow=s meeting was 
included, along with supporting documents.  
 
The EEZ ordinance is in the hands of the County Commission for review and adoption.  Behrns is not 
aware of their schedule. 
 
Behrns said he had been working with a local realtor to facilitate the sale of an empty building to a 
potential new business. The sale would require a lot split, which Behrns has assured the realtor would 
not be a problem. 
 
 
Park Department
The Park Board will meeting next week and minutes from the June meeting were in the Committee 
agenda packet. 
 
Cemetery Advisory Committee
No written report.  Behrns was told to ask the Sexton if there had been any problems with mowing the 
cemetery so far this year. 
 
Tree Board
No formal report. 
 
Behrns said that both Asplundh and the Electric crew were working on trees, with Asplundh 
concentrating on rear-yard easements. 
 
Library Board
No formal report was made, but minutes and an agenda for the next meeting were presented in the 
Committee packet.   
 
Finance
Financial statements for July have been prepared, incorporating the auditor=s adjustments.  Behrns still 
finds parts of the report formats using the new financial accounting to need correction.  He told Wilkins 
that the staff is learning how to manipulate the software features to their advantage, but some 
promised features may not be achievable.  For instance, Phyllis Brown will likely have to continue to 
use a separate spreadsheet for equipment use calculations and then manually make the operating 
statement entries.  The carryover of all of the data from past years on the old software appears to have 
gone smoothly and will make budgeting and analysis much easier. 
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Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250.  There were no questions 
  
Other General Government
Behrns reminded Committee members that the next Board agenda will include a hearing for setting the 
rates for the coming property tax bills in December.  Behrns does not expect any of the rates to 
change, but he has not received all of the pro forma certifications from the State Auditor for final 
assurance. 
 
Behrns told Sanders that he has confirmed with Chairman Olsen that a Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting will be held next Thursday.  On the agenda will be possible zoning changes 
dealing with residential minimum setback distances, signs in the downtown business district, and 
allowing Aurban chickens@.    
 
As May Arise
Behrns has not yet met with the school about videoing council meetings.  The topic will definitely be 
reading for next month.  Wilkins said that he thought that he could borrow some equipment from his 
workplace to try out the process.   
 
Committee briefly discussed long-term planning in advance of Behrns= retirement in July 2014.  Behrns 
said that the Board could probably wait until November or December of next year before initiating the 
process.  He did suggest that aldermen attending the Missouri Municipal League meeting might pick 
up ideas and opinions from other elected official at the MML annual conference. 
 
The Committee then adjourned at about 9:00 p.m. 
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