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Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee meeting of Monday, July 9, 
2012. 
  
The meeting was called to order by Alderman Wilkins at about 7:10 p.m.  Present were Mayor 
Aldermen Simmons, Magley, Sanders, and Bormann.  Alderman Angell arrived about five minutes into 
the meeting. Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police Sergeant Bias, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, and 
James Smith. 
 
Fire Department
Rusch presented a report of Fire Department activities in June.  He said that he believed that the July 
4th fireworks display had gone well and that the fireworks were of improved quality. He said his 
department appreciated that members and vehicles from the local Boone County Fire Protection 
District station were on hand as a safety precaution due to the extended heat and drought.  Joint 
emergency medical training continues at least once per month with District firemen.  
 
Rusch told the Committee that the replacement fire truck was in Springfield and that it need only minor 
cleaning and repairs.  He believes that he will be able to go pick it up and deliver the trade-in on 
Monday or Tuesday of net week. 
 
Rusch also indicated that he wished to talk to the vender supplying dust control for Columbia Street, so 
that he could get dust control for the La Crosse Lumber operations. 

 
Comments from Citizens
None. 
 
City Prosecutor
No report. 
 
Emergency Management
No report. 
 
Police Department
Bias presented the report of June activities and calls for the Police Department.  The Committee had 
no substantive questions. 
 
Behrns distributed a draft ordinance to amend speed limit regulations for Highway 22.  The ordinance 
presented affects only the first of 18 sections setting speed limits throughout the City.  These 
amendments add a speed limit of 60 mph for the west length of Highway 22 to the new city limits.  The 
remaining sections are each still the existing speeds.  At MoDOT=s request, the text measures zones 
by distances from fixed landmarks, such as streets.  References to the east or west city limit is 
eliminated. The speed zones for the entire length of Highway 22 have been studied by MoDOT, and 
they recommend no other changes.  Behrns told Sanders that MoDOT had specifically looked at the 
new entrance for Forrest Chevrolet, and commence the 40 mph zone to the west of that entrance at 
about where the old city limits sign was posted.  That sign will be relocated westward. 
 
Behrns noted that other parts of the same section of City Code also had designations of Acity limits@ on 
Highways 124, 151, CC, and Z.  Committee told him he could change those section to show alternative 
measurements.  He can also fix a technical error concerning the speed limits for South Columbia 
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Street.  Sections 16 and 18 are in conflict and will be corrected to have only a 25 mph speed zone from 
Gano Chance Drive to Country Club Drive in both directions.  This may also help with the dust problem 
on that street. 
 
Protective Inspection  
Behrns presented an engineering report concerning a steel cross beam at the former 105 N. Allen 
Street property.  The report was supposed to be in the committee packet, but members could not find 
it.  Behrns will have it sent out again.  The report says that the beam can be left in place or removed 
without affect on the adjoining buildings. If it is used to hang signs or other attachments, the report 
says that additional study on horizontal wind loads should be sought.  Behrns said that he has received 
only one letter of interest in purchasing the property. 
 
Behrns reported that one residence cited as a dangerous structure was down and cleaned up.  
Another had been leveled but not yet cleaned up.  Various types of repairs had been done on four 
other properties give notices.   Simmons and Grenke asked about contact with the owner of DD Seeds 
about loose brick.  Behrns said that had not yet been done.      
 
Behrns said that Bormann, Angell, and he had met with Paulus Lawson and neighbors Lynn and 
Rackers.  The conversation had seemed to yield an agreement among the parties concerning what 
grass would be mowed, and when, and by whom, and also where trees would be planted in the future. 
 This probably resolves the dispute for the year.  Behrns will take no future action so long as the 
parties continue to cooperate. 
 
Sanders inquired and made suggestions about other properties that might need notices.  A few of them 
had already received attention, but not yet qualified as dangerous structures or other nuisance 
violations. 
  
Committee engaged in an extended discussion about the state of the Narraganset Building.  Some 
aldermen asked if the City should make a greater effort to speed demolition or repair.  Simmons was 
particularly concerned about the leaning wall along the alley to the south.  Angell asked for careful 
consideration of cost to the City if the owner were not able to take corrective measures and the City 
had to bear the expense.  Even though there were no adjoining buildings, there would be tens of 
thousands of dollars of demolition waste, asbestos inspections, plus the issue of disposition of 
equipment stored in the building, but owned by customers.  Committee was of a mind to put more 
pressure on the owner.   Behrns will draft a letter describing their heightened concern and bring it for 
their review. 
 
Economic Development
Ginny Zoellers will be attending the regular Board meeting.  An agenda for tomorrow=s meeting was 
included, along with supporting documents.  
 
The Enhanced Enterprise Zone Board will meet on Tuesday evening to further consider 
recommendations on eligible business codes and amounts of property tax abatements for qualifying 
applications. 
 
Bormann said that he was going to the Missouri Municipal League=s meeting on July 26th, to help 
formulate their policies on economic development legislation and programs. 
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Behrns told Sanders that he had contacted the MML about policies on recording board or council 
meetings.  The response was that they had no formal policy, although various city attorneys had often 
recommended against it.  Behrns said that he still favored video recordings over audio.  He has not yet 
contacted the school district or the City of Mexico to observe their taping procedures.  Wilkins said that 
he would soon be meeting with the Fulton IT official for lunch and would discuss that topic.    
 
Park Department
The Park Board will meeting next week and minutes from the June meeting were in the committee 
agenda packet. 
 
Sanders asked staff to inquire why several of the park restrooms had been locked during the July 4th 
fireworks display.  Behrns said he would check with Tad Dunn. 
 
Cemetery Advisory Committee
No written report.  Phyllis told Behrns that the raising and removal of the Avenue of Flags went 
smoothly. 
 
Tree Board
No report. 
 
Library Board
No formal report was made, but minutes and an agenda for the next meeting were presented in the 
Committee packet.   
 
Finance
Financial statements for June have been prepared, but the report formats using the new financial 
accounting software was not yet satisfactory.  Behrns said that they lacked subtotals and some of the 
labeling was incorrect.  Behrns hoped to have operating statements and balance sheets in user-
friendly condition in a day or two.  The treasurer and clerk have checked and believe the year end 
rollover and importation of past year=s results are correct. 
 
Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250.  Aldermen question payments for furniture 
and were told that this was a bill for purchases authorized a couple of months ago.  Behrns also told 
Committee that the dump truck purchase on the list was for the truck expected in April that only arrived 
late last week.  Behrns will designate the older dump truck No. 11 as surplus and take it to the auction. 
 
Other General Government 
The audit report is still being tweaked, so it is not yet ready for release.  Behrns should get electronic 
copies in a day or so and distribute them for Board review.  The auditor will make a formal presentation 
at the regular Board meeting next week. 
  
Behrns has received preliminary property tax assessment totals from the County, although not yet the 
amount allowed for Anew construction@.  Personal property values diminished slightly compared to last 
year, but total valuations were up.  Preliminary calculations indicate that the City can keep its levy rates 
the same as for the previous year.  The same should be true for the Library District.  Actual tax 
revenues would be up by about two or three thousand dollars.  Behrns will prepare the advertisement 
for the tax hearings at the August Board meeting just soon as he gets the final data. 
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As May Arise
Sanders relayed a citizen request for adding bike lanes on North Jefferson to the McDonalds.  Behrns 
will examine feasibility, but noted that the existing street is narrow. 
 
Sanders relayed complaints about the height of the sidewalk at the alley next to the US Bank drive-
through.  Behrns said that the fit was the probably the best that we could accomplish and still meet 
ADA standards for 2% maximum cross slope and 5% maximum along the sidewalk. .Staff will take 
another look. 
 
Behrns mentioned activity by Boone County and other local governments on reorganizing the Joint 
Dispatch Center.  They may be asking for a county-wide sales or property tax.  This is be balanced by 
ending special taxes and payments for some of the agencies and also end the 911 tax for land-line 
phones.  Centralia does not directly contribute to the Joint Dispatch, but its citizens do pay the 911 tax. 
  Aldermen may be asked to support the new tax. 
 
Magley has found a new vender who could furnish dust control for South Columbia Street without 
requiring a minimum load.  He submitted an email with materials data sheets and a bid of 80 cents per 
running foot.  Aldermen thought it wise to take the opportunity to save more than $3,000.  Sanders first 
moved to cancel the previous award and give it to the new bidder.  Magley seconded the motion.   
Simmons questioned the safety of the material being used and asked if any municipal references could 
be contacted.  Behrns had not be given time to answer those questions.  The question was called and 
all members voted against the motion.  Simmons made a new motion to ask only that the current 
award be canceled.  Sanders seconded the motion.  On roll-call vote, all members voted in favor and 
the motion carried.  This item will be put on the next Board agenda. 
   
The Committee then adjourned at about 8:45 p.m. 
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