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Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee meeting of Monday, June 11, 
2012. 
  
The meeting was called to order by Alderman Wilkins at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Aldermen 
Simmons, Angell, Magley, Sanders, and Bormann.  Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police Chief 
Larry Dudgeon, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, David Noonan, Jon Rakers, Chris Lynn, Christina Lynn, and 
James Smith. 
 
Those present participated in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Comments from Citizens
None. 
 
Protective Inspection  
The Committee engaged in continuing discussion about of mowing the Lawson property on Gano 
Chance.  Behrns distributed copies of ordinances from other cities relating to agricultural uses and 
vegetation as a nuisance.  All of these allowed agriculture in all residential zones, but some had 
restrictions in the zoning or nuisance sections and the definition of relevant terms varied. Rakers was 
concerned that no baling had occurred and now it may be too late.  Behrns reported that Mr. Woolfolk 
had told him that he would not be doing any more work on the property.  Rakers and Lynn thought that 
the method of agricultural exemption could use amendment or be abolished.  Several commentators 
found favor with requiring buffer zones of 15 feet or even 30 feet.  Behrns asked if this should apply 
just for hay or for wheat and other grass?  A 30-foot buffer would mean mowing all of the flagpole 
portion of Lawson=s parcel. 
 
Behrns said he would send a new letter to Lawson, who is currently on vacation.  With limited cutting 
and no baling, the aldermen felt that the situation was not Aagriculture@.  Referring to the wall map, 
Behrns responded to a question by Simmons with a verbal survey of other properties within the City 
which are devoted to agriculture and which grow hay instead of row crops.  Most of farmers planted up 
to the property line.   
 
Discussion continued for more than 75 minutes.  Angell said he was reticent to change the present 
code.  This was the first real problem with administering the requirements, and the Board should be 
careful of amendments that might have unintended consequences.  Persons so inclined could think of 
ways to find technical ways around ordinance fixes, such as fences.  Magley felt the City should give 
no more slack in this instance than it gives to residents on normal lots in the center of town.  Rakers 
repeated his suggestion that any ordinance require at least three mowings by a fixed date. 
 
At the conclusion of discussion, Behrns said his notice will require mowing around trees and ask 
Lawson to try to cut up the wind rows. (This last might not be a strict legal requirement). Behrns will 
also start preparation of draft changes to the City Code, just in case.    Bormann and Angell will talk to 
Lawson about voluntarily increasing his efforts as the act of good citizen. Rakers said he would be 
happy if the grass were cut as often as Lawson did last year following a 2011 Board meeting with all 
parties present.  
 
Behrns reported that work by the Street Department at 105 S. Allen was almost complete.  The 
property has reached a state where the plywood front can come down.  Most material will be removed 
in the next day or so.  Masons will be in to work on front edges and holes left from rafters.  Staff is not 
sure whether to remove the beams across the front. 
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Sanders mentioned other deteriorating properties that deserve attention.  Behrns needs to address 
Double D Seeds because it has bricks popping out from the top of the front wall. 
 
John Angell asked about more consideration of the Narraganset Building.  He did not feel that Clifford 
de la Rose had demonstrated a capacity to compete remedial work.  The biggest problem if the City 
intervenes would be the expense of demolition, which would not likely be reimbursed.  The issue 
should come to the forefront next year, when the City was better situated financially. 
 
Economic Development
Ginny Zoellers will be attending the regular Board meeting.  She should have almost final numbers to 
report for the Anchor Festival. 
 
There will be an EEZ meeting on Thursday at 5:30.  Pat Lensmeyer has been selected is the seventh 
member, representing the Aother taxing entities@. 
 
Park Department
The Park Board will be meeting next week, but minutes from the May meeting were in the committee 
agenda packet. 
 
Cemetery Advisory Committee
No written report. 
 
Behrns said that Board agenda will have an ordinance to approve a contract with Mark Robertson for 
surveying and setting corners for the Northeast Section of the City Cemetery.  The cost will not exceed 
$7,500, lower than the $10,000 budgeted.  Behrns told Sanders that the work had not been bid.  
Bormann said that it cannot be bid, under state statute.   Behrns negotiated with Robertson based on 
his past work for the City and his familiarity with project.  Robertson is the only local surveyor other 
than Bormann (who has a conflict as alderman). 
 
Phyllis Brown has supplied a list of donations gathered during the Memorial Day weekend.  Receipts 
were good, but total continue a downward trend.  They are no longer a major source of support.  
Donations for the Avenue of Flags, however, are sufficient. 
 
Behrns was asked to trim back branches of a cedar tree at the north side of the cemetery near 
Jefferson Street, in order to improve line-of-sight for traffic. 
 
Tree Board
No report. 
 
Library Board
No formal report was made, but a future agenda was presented in the Committee packet.  The 
damage to Library mentioned in the agenda was from a b-b gun.  
 
Finance
Financial statements for May were distributed.  Again, they do not provide all the usual detail.  Year-to-
date totals are for 14 months.  The auditor=s adjustments should be in by the end of the week, and then 
the staff can do the year end Arollover@.  Behrns said that sales taxes had rebounded in June and were 
above targets for first three months. 
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Behrns regretted that he erred in his notes and requested a transfer from the Water Fund to the 
General Fund of $35,000, instead of the budgeted $30,000.  He will request a correction at the regular 
Board meeting. 
 
Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250.  Committee members had no immediate 
questions; but a few minutes latter Behrns mentioned that the check for the new fire truck was written 
now, so that the Fire Chief could take it with him to Springfield (with the trade-in truck).  This should 
happen soon. 
 
Other General Government 
Behrns reported that he talked to Mexico and Fulton about recording Board and Committee meetings.  
Neither City is planning to rely on assistance from their cable television provider--Charter 
Communications.  Fulton has special staff at meetings and four cameras.  Mexico has just one.  
Presently, both record meetings and then repeat the recordings on a local access channel.  Mexico 
transcribes the recording for You-Tube.  This has advantage of not eating up server memory.  Official 
records would still rely on written minutes as presently prepared, and this would be used to help locate 
topics for open records requests.  Bormann wanted to ask about MML recommendations on videoing.  
Behrns said that videoing beats audio records, where a listener cannot identify who is speaking.  
Behrns was asked to also research how the local schools are putting events on You-Tube.  He will talk 
to Mr. Myers. 
 
City Prosecutor
No report. 
 
Police Department
Dudgeon presented the report of May activities and calls for the Police Department. 
 
The State should soon have new laws dealing with synthetic marijuana and Abath salts@.  Chemists 
frequent make small changes in the chemical formula to get around legal prohibitions of the latter.  
Dudgeon is working with City Attorney Beck to draft a corresponding City ordinance, trying to find a 
way to be flexible and stay ahead of the chemists.  Dudgeon said this is a severe problem, and some 
local stores may be involved.  He hopes the ordinance will be forthcoming quickly. 
 
Dudgeon is close to recommending appointment of a new part-time patrol officer to fill staffing gaps 
and reduce overtime.  One current part-time officer is a regular at another city and was recently 
injured.  He will be unavailable for many weeks, but not our worker=s compensation coverage. 
   
Bormann requested that the City consider an ordinance to implement the new biometric court fee, just 
as soon as the State law is effective in August.  
 
Dudgeon has released a pickup to the Park Department.  The vehicle was confiscated from a drug 
bust, was stolen, and is not wanted back by the former owner.  Dudgeon is securing a new VIN 
number. 
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Fire Department
Rusch presented a report of Fire Department activities in May.  No aldermen commented, except to 
express eagerness to receive the fire truck.  This won=t take long, since there is little need for 
refurbishing.  Personnel will have to go to Springfield and drive it back.  
  
Emergency Management
No report. 
 
As May Arise
Wilkins commended both the police and firefighters for their work at Anchor Festival.  Things ran 
smoothly, with few problems. 
 
Behrns presented a bid tabulation for materials needed for electric service to the new Forrest 
Chevrolet site.  Low bidder, as corrected, was Butler Supply.   Simmons moved to purchase the 
conduit and sweeps from Butler Supply for $4,056.02.  Bormann seconded motion.  All members voted 
in favor and the motion passed. 
 
Bids for transformers to replenish stock, will be presented for consideration at the regular Board 
meeting. 
 
Bormann said that Boyd Harris should be present at the next Board meeting to discuss paving a 
portion of South Columbia Street.   
 
That agenda will also include items for a culvert purchase and milling head rental.   
 
Simmons read from a letter concerning misrepresentations of her support of local businesses. 
 
Dudgeon mentioned a story about local efforts with Raptor Recovery. 
 
Behrns said that there will be a closed session at the next Board meeting to discuss legal matters.  
 
The Committee then adjourned at about 9:20 p.m. 
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