Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee meeting of Monday, May 14,
2012.

The meeting was called to order by Alderman Wilkins at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Grenke,
Aldermen Simmons, Magley, Sanders, and Bormann. Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police Chief
Larry Dudgeon, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, City Attorney Merritt Beck, Don Bobbitt, Darryl Spauldin,
Debbie Sullivan, Heather Mathes, and James Smith

Those present participated in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Comments from Citizens

Sullivan read statement complaining that a previous letter to the Board had not been distributed or
read, except by Alderman Sanders. The letter and the letter complained about parking problems and
enforcement, particularly during the Anchor Festival. She said that the City and Police Department
had not followed up on past complaints. Sullivan described conditions where festival visitors parked in
private yards and lots and on both sides of narrow alleys. This happens even where there are signs
and tape that announce “no parking”. Passage can sometimes be impossible. Cars are damaged,
and there is no access for emergency vehicles. Festival goers can be inconsiderate and sometimes
belligerent. They frequently move barricades. Creative parking next to ditches can become hazardous.
She has a particular problem because her property is in the downtown area, but the issue extends to a
wide part of the central city and can be an issue at other times of the year. Wilkins said he had not
received the letter. Sullivan said that it was put in the utility bill drop box. Behrns said that such a
letter would have normally been added to the Mayor’s mail. Mayor said he had never received it and,
so, had not been able to distribute it or enter it into the record. Behrns had not known about it until
Spauldin referred to it at the Public Works and Public Utilities Committee meeting last Monday. Thus,
he did not tell Sullivan that Board discussion was not scheduled until this General Government
meeting. Copies of the complaint were made distributed. Sullivan’s followup statement is appended to
these minutes.

Spauldin and Mathes said they were similarly concerned and felt ignored by City officials, Mathes said
that the police told them they would have to pay to have vehicles towed from their property. Further
discussion was delayed until later at scheduled position on agenda.

City Prosecutor

No report. Prosecutor April Wilson had a scheduling conflict and will not be present until the regular
Board meeting next week. City Attorney Beck distributed a memorandum and described his
conclusions concerning raising fines for speeding in schools zones. Wilson should be able to add her
perspective and the next meeting.

Police Department
Dudgeon presented the report of April activities and calls for the Police Department.

He then responded to a request by Wilkins to give the police perspective to the earlier citizen's’
complaint. He said that the cost of towing trespassing cars are the responsibility of the car owner
except in certain circumstances where towing is directed by police for the City’s convenience. If a car
is parked on private property, the property owner has a right to call and have it removed. Dudgeon said
he has previously discussed Festival parking with Sullivan and others. He does not have enough
manpower for saturation coverage of a three-day event, even with help from the Boone County Sheriff



and other agencies. Removal of cars from private property is really a civil matter for which he has no
statutory authority. “Signs and tape is as good as it gets”, he said. The Committee engaged in
extended discussion about adding more “15 minute parking” signs. These would not require any
legislation. As the Traffic Engineer, Behrns has Code authority to set temporary no-parking zones and
“experimental” traffic and parking controls. Sullivan suggested strict no parking on one side would at
least allow emergency access. Behrns said that works only so long as the signs are observed. He
wondered if expanding the one-way designation to other parts of downtown might have an adverse
effect to other downtown businessmen and their everyday parking. He noted that the Festival’s
sponsor, the Chamber of Commerce has previously attempt to ease the problem with a shuttle bus at
the large High School parking lot. It was unsuccessful. Alderman Sanders moved that Behrns order
more no parking signs for Sullivan’s block and put up at least two. Chief Dudgeon would latter add
stake signs between these at distances too close for parking. Magley seconded the motion. All
members present voted in favor and the motion passed.

Beck reported that the bill allowing new court fines is now part of an Omnibus bill in the state
legislature and may pass before Friday. He will report on the final result at the Board meeting next
Monday.

Fire Department
Rusch presented a report of Fire Department activities in April. Rusch said that the replacement fire
truck was in transit to vender, but no date is set for Centralia to take delivery.

Beck distributed a packet of statutes and ordinances pertaining to the sale of fireworks. Centralia’s
law is parallel to the state’s, but has a shorter time period. Centralia’s ordinance limits the variety of
fireworks allowed for sale in the city limits to those that can also be discharge within the City. This was
done in part to control the debris that lands on roofs. Beck said it is almost too late now for a potential
vender to secure a required state permit for any new site. Since this matter was broached by Darren
Adams, without any followup, Sanders moved that the topic be tabled. Simmons seconded the motion.
All members present voted aye.

Emergency Management

There was no formal report. Mayor Grenke noted that Zim Schwartze as out is director of the Joint
Dispatch operations. Behrns said that she was still our emergency management director until she is
replaced or resigns. The position is required by state statutes. At a meeting of many Boone County
public safety agencies this afternoon, no direct actions were taken. There was agreement to form a
task force to study all contractual arrangements on dispatching and emergency management. Joint
dispatchers told the meeting that they are understaffed and suggested that emergency management
duties might need to be spun off to other personnel. Behrns told Sanders that Centralia made no
direct payments for Joint Dispatch. Centralians do contribute to a phone tax for 911. Behrns
recommended the City wait to see what Columbia and Boone Count do.

Protective Inspection

Behrns reported that demolition incentive contracts were exhausted. All five allowed by the budget
have been issued. Several others could be allowed if appropriations were increased later. The permit
for demolition of a house on Lakeview is in progress. That of Mr. Oliver will start in few months. Mr.
George is similar contracted and permitted, but will not start immediately. The permit for Whitehead of
a house on Columbia Street will start after the end of Anchor Festival. Drain repairs and storefront tuck
pointing was done by Newton Davis on his business on North Allen. No work was done to better
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support the front wall. The scales at the seed mill have new planking and several windows are.
Behrns told Sanders that deadlines on nuisance notices depended on the type and degree of violation.
Secondary action is taken if a property owner is not making progress or setting a fixed time for
remedial work. Followup requires a formal hearing with the Mayor and would need a court reporter for
a transcript. Before the City does any demolition work, we would also take the matter as a criminal
complaint to Municipal Court. This second opinion would act to lower our risk of liability.

Behrns reported on the effect of other dangerous structure notices: Greenwood is working on
remodeling of a house on Rodemyre. There is no recent work on Yager’s house on S. Allen or on the
foreclosure house at 523 S. Allen. The house owned by Creason at the northeast corner of Columbia
Street and Sneed Street has had one porch removed and another is partially down. Behrns thinks the
whole building is deficient.

Economic Development

Ginny Zoellers will be attending the regular Board meeting. Behrns told Sanders that no cash grants
are available for economic development. City expenditures come from the General Fund. The State
gives advice and in some instances tax credit. No cash is granted to finance staff or act as an
incentive. Sanders noted that even Mexico’s 3/50 project needs more funding.

Park Department
The Park Board will meeting next week, but minutes from the last meeting was in the committee
agenda packet.

Cemetery Advisory Committee
No report. Behrns noted that Board agenda should have an ordinance to approve a contract with Mark
Robertson for surveying and setting corners for the Northeast Section of the City Cemetery.

Tree Board
No report.

Library Board
No formal report was made, but a future agenda were presented in the Committee packet.

Finance

Financial statements for April were distributed, but do not provide all the usual detail. Year-to-date
totals are for 13 months. There are no comparisons to last year or the new budget. Full numbers
should be more complete after auditor's adjustments are entered and a final report printed for Fiscal
Year 2011-12. The new finance software will allow easier posting and simultaneous track of two years
data without waiting for a year end roll-over. Sales tax are up over projections in April, but were below
targets in May. This is really a reflection of the unusual timing of payments from several large
businesses. Totals should again be running at or above targets by June.

Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250. Committee members had no immediate
guestions.

Other General Government
Behrns reminded members of the opportunity to attend the regional Missouri Municipal League
meeting in Columbia on May 30. They need to notify the City Clerk before 25" if they plan to go.




Behrns said the next Board agenda will include authorizing budgeted transfers. The Water Fund will
transfer $35,000 to the General Fund, the Electric Fund $80,000 to the General Fund, and the Electric
Fund $20,000 to the Cemetery Fund.

As May Arise
Mayor Grenke asked that the Board’s street trash pick up be rescheduled to May 26" at 9 a.m.

Sanders again requested that City make audio tapes of Board meetings. Behrns still recommends
against this, as does the MML. Tapes cannot be easily searched under open records requests, nor
are speakers clearly identified. Video taping would solve one of those issues. Written minutes can be
searched for target topics. Behrns was told to research the cost to the City of Fulton for video taping
their meetings and also issues of continuing broadcast of recorded meeting on local access channels.

Mayor announced he was selected to be on Board of the Mid-Missouri Solid Waste Management
District. He described several recent projects.

The Committee then adjourned at about 8:52 p.m.
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City of Centralia
114 South Rollins St.
Centralia; MO - '65240

To Whom It May Concern:

We are requesting, in writing, for the following problem to be placed on the agenda for -
discussion by the City Council at the next Council meeting(if possible): Alley Parking ...
for Anchor Fest. The attendees of Anchor Fest park dangerously every.year. The area:
we are most concerned with is around the home I own at 123 N. Collier. My mother
owned this property until 2002 and I have owned it since. Attendees of Anchor Fest park
on both sides of the alley that runs west from N: Collier to:Rollins.. We have witnessed -
many:unsettling things over the years: from vehicles not having enough room to get
through betwéen the two rows of parked vehicles, (it’s also a safety hazard for any
emergency vehicle needing to travel that alley), the “gators” have had problems
maneuvering through, vehicles getting paint scratches frompeople trying to maneuver
their vehicles through the maze.of parked cars(you can tell from the sound it makes).
However, the most distressing is pedestrians, (especially children), almost hit when they .-
walk through the parked cars or come .out of the steep ditch that borders my property. = -
We believe this is due to the many cars parked on both sides of the alley and drivers
having:to focus on navigating the maze of illegally parked cars, they do not see the
pedestnans Itis xtremely dangerous' - : R

We also have a complamt about the alley that runs behmd my property frorn the alley o
above referenced, to-Singleton(running north and south), that is between my property at'
123 N. Collier and behind Dr. Bradley’s office and Friendship Place. Attendees park .
there using both sides of the alley, sometimes double-parking other vehicles. We rope off
MY YARD and MY DRIVE and post signs of private drive and private property to no
avail. Attendees still park on my property without my permission. There have been many
times this has caused MAJOR problems for my family and myself, and our friends who
do park on my property. The whole back yard of my property from the back door of the -
home to the alley is graveled and is my parking area for that home. There have been. -
many times that we cannot get in or out of my property! We should not have to worry
about who is parking on my private property nor should I have to be concerned that I(or
my family) will not be able to get to my own property to park there myself!

Every year we have to clean up beer and soda cans, broken beer bottles, dirty diapers,
food wrappers, other kinds of trash, and on a couple. of occasions even found syringes -

that we have to dispose of from attendees littering my dr1ve and yard Obv1ously, they do
not care that they have littered my property. . ' S e R

Over the years, we have spoken to the Police Dept. about the way attendees park on my
property. We have been told: “yes, they are parked illegal, but we can’t get a tow truck
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in here, to tow the vehicles”, “we will call out the license plate numbers over the
intercom system and maybe the owners will hear and come move their vehicle”(really,
you think they will hear the announcement?) and “we can have the vehicles parked
illegally on your property towed, but it will be at YOUR expense”, Why does it have to
be at MY expense, I didn’t park illegally, I have the area roped off and I have it posted as
private drive and no parking. We have tried to reasonably request, (when we catch them
parking on my property), to please move their vehicles and please do not park there
again, but they are never reasonable:. They always get ugly. I have even been told they
can park wherever they want; nobody is going to do anything to them for parking on my
property. I even had one “gentleman” get in my face, screaming at me that what he did
wasn’t any of my business and threaten me. : ‘

This is not a problem that just started happening. It has been going on since Anchor Fest
began. I asked Mr Sanders, my ward Alderman to present this problem to the Council. It
has been brought to my attention that the response to Alderman Sanders speaking on this
subject, was this is the first time you have heard any complaints about this. That'is not
true, as I have spoken in the past to the Police and City staff members as well as.other
Council members. In fact, last fall T attended a Council meeting about a different topic
and after the meeting adjourned, I expressed my concern outside with Catherine
Slmmons and Mayor Grenke about the hazards of the Anchor Fest parkmg in this area.

This is not Just my problem it is also the C1ty ] problem Anchor F est has been takmg
place for how many years? Ican’t believe the City hasn’t seen a problem with the
parking on the alley for all of those years! Something bad is going to happen if the
parking continues to be allowed on both sides of the alleys. Making the City liable for
not taking action. Is yourexcuse then going to be, “Well, this is the first I heard of it”. 1
believe there is a 15-minute parking ordinance for all alleys in Centralia. It is my
opinion, if the City of Centralia would have posted signs in all alleys around the square,
warning of the 15-minute parkmg limit or no parking 31gns years ago the ‘problem would'
have rectified 1tse1f :

I would be glad to speak to the Council or any Councﬂ member the Pohce Dept., or
anyone elsé in helping to resolve these issues. As I do not have internet, so can not check
the weekly agenda, please let me know when this will be on the agenda for a Councﬂ
meeting and I will attend. I can be reached.at 573-682-3089. :

Sincerely,

Debra Sullivan-landowner of 123 N Collier St
Heather Mathis- full time tenant since 2007 of 123 N. Colher
Daryl Spauldin-full-time tenant from 2002 to 2007
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City Council Meeting-May 14, 2012

My name is Debbie Sullivan and I am property owner of 123 N. Collier St. Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak tonight, First, I would like to say the events that took
place last week after the council meeting were brought about due to this council stating
my letter of April 9, 2012, had not been received, when the letter was dropped of by my
daughter and I in the city’s depository box, and because a statement was made at a prior
council meeting that no one had ever heard any prior complaints about the Anchor Fest
Parking. Since our family knew both of those statements to be incorrect, our family felt
this council was doing as others we have consulted in the past were doing. Those prior
voiced complaints we made, were concerns of safety issues, violation of a city ordinance,
and a homeowner/residents personal complaints.

It has been our family’s experiences with voicing these concerns to PRIOR Police dept,
the city offices, aldermen, and mayors is that these problems continue to be ignored.

Our family should not have to continue bringing these concerns to light. These issues
should have been resolved after the first complaints. It not like the area we are talking
about is somewhere away from sight. The parking issues are right in plain view of
everyone. To this point, Farris Sanders is the only person since my mother purchased
this property in June 1998, and I took ownership in 2002, that listened to our legitimate
complaints about these issues and has tried to act on those concerns. He has come over to
the property several times since I spoke with him about these issues, looked things over,
brought it to the attention of this council, and has tried to resolve these issues.

The way the Anchor Fest attendees park on the alley both behind my property and beside
my property are very dangerous. They are parking on both sides of the alley that lies to
the side of my property. In the alley that runs behind my property, we have them parking
on both sides of the alley and even double parking cars. This presents a multitude of
problems for myself and my family, Fest attendees, and the city. The city allowing this to
continue is in direct violation of Centralia’s parking ordinance of only allowing 15 min.
parking in our alleys. It is a safety issue as well. If ANY emergency vehicle had to pass
through either of those alleys, for ANY reason, I can assure you, they would not be able
to get through. There is no way the fire dept could get to my property. I can’t even get to
and from my own property without major difficulty most of the time.

Then we have the people who ignore the signs of private parking, barricades, and the
bright orange tape we put up to prevent people from parking on my property. We have
called the police and been told just about everything. The final thing that really was the
final straw was when we were told by the Police Dept that we could have the people that
are illegally parking on my property towed, but it would be at MY EXPENSE! You
can’t even get a tow truck back there with the way the Fest Attendees park in that area
but why must I pay to have someone who has no respect for me or my property and parks
illegally towed away? We have tried parking one car in the yard so that if we get blocked
in the back, we can try to get out going from the yard through the ditch or the culvert, if
there is an opening. That doesn’t work either We have requested to the city if we could




put a barricade blocking off one parking spot for us in front of the house so that no one
else can park there and were told that we can’t do that as it is public property.

Each year, without complaint, we have had to clean up other people’s trash that have
parked on and around my property. We have picked up dirty diapers, food wrappers,
beer and soda cans and broken bottles, and one year, we picked up hypodermic needles.
This is a nasty, unsanitary job! We have seen people urinating around the alleys, which
is very unpleasant! The improper disposal of trash and the public urination is a health
concern! We used to participate in the citywide garage sale and did very well with our
huge multifamily sale, each year. Unfortunately, when Anchor Fest began having
activities across the street from my property, we had to make the decision to stop having
a garage sale because it was too dangerous for people to come to our garage sales. You
can’t imagine how many times we have seen cars almost hit but what is much more
frightening is seeing the children almost hit. This happens at least one a year but many
times it has taken place daily.

We are frustrated at the past failure to listen to our complaints and the failure to act upon
these legitimate complaints. These complaints are based on safety issues, the continued
violation of the existing parking ordinance concerning alleys, the worry I have as a
property owner, the constant worry that someone is going to be seriously hurt, and it
causing longer response times for emergency crews to get to them/me because of the
illegal and improper parking of Anchor Fest attendees.

All my family and I are asking you to do is come up with a reasonable solution to these
issues. Maybe place more 15 minute only parking or no parking signs in both of those
alleys in question. We don’t care if they are temporary signs just for the duration of
Anchor Fest prohibiting the parking on both signs of the side alley and NO parking down
the back alley. We also are requesting some legitimate option for taking care of those that
park without permission on my property and those that park illegally in the alley that
block my property.

Please take action tonight to prevent what will eventually cause something horrible to
happen.

Thank you



	Minutes - General Government Committee Meeting - May 14, 2012.pdf
	Letter From Debra Sullivan - April 9, 2012.pdf
	Letter From Debra Sullivan - May 14, 2012.pdf

