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Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee meeting of Monday, April 9, 
2012. 
  
The meeting was called to order by Alderman Bormann at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Grenke, 
Aldermen Orsini, Angell, Simmons, and Sanders.  Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police Sergeant 
Bias, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, James Smith, O. J. Stone, Don Bagley, Landon Magley, Brenda Moss, 
Brenda Hess, Nicole Hudson, Savannah Rodgers, Zach Foltz, Bob Reeves. Jason Snell and others.  
 
Proclamation
Mayor Grenke read and signed a proclamation recognizing National Public Safety Telecommunications 
Week.  Several dispatchers were present and introduced themselves. 
 
Comments from Citizens
Stone introduced himself as a candidate for Boone County Northern Commissioner and briefly 
described his credentials, including experience with the Boone County Sheriff=s Office.  
   
Fire Department
Rusch presented a report of Fire Department activities in March.  Responding to a Committee 
comment, he noted that the number of automatic alarm calls should be declining because Hubbell had 
been making repairs and improvements to their low-pressure sensors on water service lines. 
 
Rusch said that he had not received any contact from the vender about when the replacement fire 
truck might be delivered. 
   
Police Department
Bias presented the report of March activities and calls for the Police Department. 
 
Committee took up the issue of whether to eliminate stop signs on Jefferson at Sims Street. 
 
Angell said he favors removal.  He has studied available information and (based on traffic counts) 
eliminating the signs could result in a savings of up to $200,000 per year to Centralia residents.  
Stopping and idling have their own hidden costs. Lower pedestrian traffic no longer justifies the stop.  
He research also says that stop signs should not be used as traffic calming devises.  Pedestrian safety 
could be preserved if the students came east on Lakeview and crossed at that four-way stop. 
 
Orsini agreed with Angell.  At 5 cents per stop for 4,000 daily vehicles, the signs were not warranted.  
Safety of pedestrian is matter of training by parents for all situations rather than a reliance on traffic 
control design.  These signs waste fuel at a time when prices were rising. Most members agreed with 
the proposition that drivers pay little attention to speed limits on Jefferson.   
 
Sanders said he favored keeping the signage Aas is@.  He feared removing the signs or moving them 
north to the intersections with Booth, Early, or Head Streets would create additional liability for the City. 
 
Bagley said used to drive buses and has observed the traffic for years.  He noted that traffic was at 
times heavy enough to make it hard for vehicles to enter from side streets.  The proposal would make 
it even more difficult.   Children are used to this route and would probably not change to Lakeview.  If 
the situation is not broken, there is no need to fix it. 
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Reeves (Principal of Chance Elementary School) said that the schools will work with whatever course 
the city takes.   He agreed that traffic can be heavy on Sims for 45 minutes each morning and 
afternoon.  He said that if students were redirected to use a Lakeview Street route, they would have to 
cross streets three times instead of once.   
 
Snell asked that the signs remain in place.  The City should actually be considering additional controls 
on traffic at the Rodemyre Street intersection with Jefferson.  Bormann said that it is not easy to 
address situations where there are close offsets on side streets. 
 
 
Bagley did not think that traffic counts changes over recent years on Jefferson Street were enough to 
trigger sign change or imply a need for alternate locations.  Reeves said if the signs are pulled, then 
the City should lower speed limits.   
 
Bias said that the Police Department had not opinion concerning the proposal. Orsini noted that we 
now have two stop signs very close together (600 feet), with no others from Gano Chance Drive to 
Switzler Street. Grenke said any changes should wait until the end of school.  Reeves asked that the 
City wait to end of summer classesBat the end of June. 
 
Audience members remembered a time when there were movable, intermittent signs at Sims and in 
front of the Middle School.  They are not allowed by the Uniform Traffic Control Devises Manual.   
Reeves acknowledged that buses now split to go north and south from the elementary school.   

 
Simmons said the City should leave the signs in place for safety reasons.   She felt it would be too 
hard for Centralians to quickly change habits. Few of her constituents are requesting change.  Angell 
and Orsini each said they had some requests, but not many.  Everyone expected more comments to 
come if a change happens.  
Snell noted that buses and farm equipment need a long stop distance.  This will make the situation 
worse if vehicles speed is unchecked from the library to Lakeview Street  
 
Committee members said that usages volumes and patterns may significantly changed with summer 
traffic to the Park.   Several aldermen suggested that it was time for the issue to be formally voted on. 
 
Angell moved that the City Administrator be instructed to draft an ordinance for next the Board meeting 
which would eliminate the two stop signs. Orsini seconded the motion.  Grenke, Angell, Orsini, 
Bormann and Simmons voted for the motion.  Sanders voted against. 
 
Simmons then move to instruct the City Administrator to draft an ordinance for the next Board meeting 
which would lower speed limit from 30 miles per hour to 25 miles per hour for the length of Jefferson 
from Lakeview Street north to the existing school zone. Orsini seconded the motion.  All members 
present voted in favor. 
 
Behrns was told that a formal, advertized public hearing on these matters was not needed, but the 
Mayor will entertain more public comments when the ordinances come up at the Board meeting. 
 
Sanders moved to have a $250 fine set as the minimum for speeding in school zones. Simmons 
seconded the motion.  There was brief discussion.  The vote was called.  Grenke, Orsini, Simmons, 
Bormann and Sanders voted in favor.  Angell voted against. 
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Grenke relayed a concern of a constituent about bike use by children.  Committee members requested 
that police work to reinstate annual training, even though the City no longer has a School Resources 
Officer.  School assemblies were suggested. 
 
Sanders said a constituent had written requesting lower speed limits on Highway 22 near Country Club 
Drive.  The message cited a short line of sight and speeding trucks.  It suggested a 35 mile per hour 
zone.  The message also complained about shoulder maintenance on Highway 22.  Committee 
members asked that the concern be reported to MoDOT, but Grenke and Bormann doubted that speed 
limit changes will be made.  Traffic studies don=t justify lower limits; only multiple fatalities might have 
an effect.  MoDOT alone decides speed limit can be signed. 
  
Emergency Management
There was no formal report.   
 
City Prosecutor
No report.   Mayor Grenke will invite April Wilson to next month=s meeting to let her meet the new 
aldermen. 
 
Protective Inspection  
Behrns reported that demolition incentive contracts were already signed for one structure and two 
others were in the hands of property owners. Sanders said that he had been inside the building across 
Sneed Street from the Police Station.  He indicated it should be treated as a single family dwelling and 
be eligible for the incentive.  Other aldermen agreed.  There was less agreement about whether to hold 
the incentive contract to a five-grant cap.  The aldermen will reconsider later as the budget plays out 
and needs can be better measured. 
 
Behrns reported on the effect of Dangerous Structure Notices: A demolition is scheduled for 613 S. 
Allen and 710 E. Lakeview.  Greenwood is completing remodeling of a house on Rodemyre.  There is 
no recent work on Yager=s house on S. Allen or 523 S. Allen.  Lumber delivered to seed store for 
repairs to the scale pad.  The house owned by Creason on Columbia Street is being sold and should 
be demolished, another of Creason=s houses across the street has had one porch removed, and 
another scheduled to come down.  Behrns thinks the whole building is deficient.  Behrns told Magley 
that boarding up windows is a sufficient Acure@ because the City ordinance parallels state law and is 
safety related, not esthetic.  
 
Behrns said that the new editions of the International building codes (with the possible exception of the 
2009 Fire Code) will be on the Board agenda.  He is waiting for comments from the Fire Chief. 
 
Economic Development
CREDI is now working with the Chamber on the buying local 3-50 project   CREDI=s Job Expo will be in 
the Intermediate School on the morning of April 21. The City will have a table.  Simmons may be 
present. 
 
Behrns said the hearing on the Enhanced Enterprise Zone went well.  The project may have some 
delays, since the County participation is tied up with the politics of the Columbia EEZ proposal.  This 
also implies the application to the Missouri Department of Economic Development may need more 
refinement. 
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Bormann noted that tickets to the annual Chamber of Commerce dinner are available at the City=s 
office for $15 each.  The dinner is on Friday, April 20.  Grenke thanked Bormann for his year of service 
as the City=s representative to CREDI. 
 
Park Department
The Park Board will meeting next week, but minutes from the last meeting was in the committee 
agenda packet. 
 
Cemetery Advisory Committee
No report.  Behrns noted that he would be seeking surveyor=s quote for setting pins in the Cemetery=s 
northwest section. 
 
Tree Board
Mayor Grenke said that he would be helping celebrate Arbor Day at the Intermediate School on April 
13 
 
Library Board
No formal report was made, but minutes and a future agenda were presented in the Committee packet.  
 
Finance
Financial statements for March were delayed because a programming mistake created an unbalanced 
journal entry of large size.  The corrected statements will be emailed soon.  The year-to-date column 
this time also represents the activity for the total year.  Auditors will be making initial visits in the next 
two weeks. 
 
Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250.   Committee members had no immediate 
questions. 
 
Other General Government 
No price list for fireworks is available yet, but it should be in the Board packet with a recommendation.  
The agenda will also have the annual resolution to allow for the July 4 display. 
 
As May Arise
Behrns said that the City is very close to finalizing an acceptable wholes energy contract.  An 
ordinance to authorize signing the contract will definitely be on the agenda. 
 
The Committee then adjourned at about 9:10 p.m. 
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