Minutes of the General Government and Public Safety Committee meeting of Monday, March 12,
2012.

The meeting was called to order by Alderman Bormann at 7:05 p.m. Present were Mayor Grenke,
Aldermen Wilkins, Angell, Simmons, and Sanders. Also attending were Lynn Behrns, Police Sergeant
Bias, Fire Chief Denny Rusch, Kathy Colvin, Phyllis Brown, James Smith, Dan Marshall, Don Bagley,
and several Girl Scouts and their leaders. Chief of Police Dudgeon arrived during the later part of the
meeting.

Proclamation
Mayor Grenke read and signed a proclamation recognizing the Girl Scouts and congratulating them on
their 100 anniversary.

Comments from Citizens

Mayor Grenke read a letter from Evelyn Robertson, thanking the City for its efforts to clean up street
litter and cigarette butts from around City Square and City Hall. Grenke reminded the public of the
clean-up week scheduled for April 14 through 22.

Public Hearing
Bormann opened the meeting to a Public Hearing concerning the adoption of a newer version of the

International Building and National Electric Codes. Behrns reported that an original notice of the
proposed change had been in the Fireside Guard on November 23, 2011. Notice of this hearing was
in the paper on March 7. Copies of the codes had been available for inspection. Behrns has only
received one comment from a concerned citizen.

Bagley told the Committee that he thought City should also consider adoption of the Property
Maintenance Code at the same time. He feels the City should be at least as concerned with the
ongoing condition of properties as with their initial construction. Having such a code would have
checked the decline of several properties, such as the Narraganset Building. The City should stop
being reactive and take initiative.

Marshall introduced himself as the person who most generally does building inspections in and near
Centralia pursuant to the service contract with Boone County. The codes are intended to set minimum
standards for work in a manner that protects public safety. Most of the changes in the new version are
small adjustments or reorganizations of standards based on several years of use and
experience-particularly after disasters. He pointed out provisions for deck attachments, electric arc
protection, and standards for habitable attics as being among the changes. Based on sales near
either side of the Boon County line, he sees evidence that the use of building codes enhances property
values. He noted that Columbia and Boone County have already adopted the 2009 versions of the
codes and are phasing them in. Having a common code should make life easier for local builders. He
noted that Boone County only provides inspectors. Ultimately, the City is the arbiter of code
application.

Behrns said he had promised to relay the concerns of Darren Adams concerning the codes. Adams
guestioned the need for engineered plans and of sprinklers for four-plexes. Bormann looked up a
section of State statute which made plans a necessity. Behrns said that the trend was for having
sprinklers in more and more categories of buildings. The State now requires that builders offer them to
purchasers of new homes and duplexes. Both requirements are already in the present codes, but had



not ever come into play. There is a code exemption for avoiding plans for small commercial buildings
which have limited occupancy. Marshall noted that inspectors are not design professionals.
Ultimately, an engineer or architect is responsible (and insured) for achieving code compliance.

Marshall did note that the new codes contain a retroactive safety provision. Any new remodeling
would hereafter trigger the need to provide smoke and carbon dioxide detectors for an entire structure.

Although there was not opposition present, several committee members wanted time to more
thoroughly digest the new codes. Behrns said he will prepare an adoption ordinance for each code,
showing the necessary amendments to “personalize” them to Centralia. He would delay presenting
the ordinances for adoption until the regular April Board meeting.

Economic Development

Chamber minutes from February were presented. Bormann said that Ginny Zoellers had requested
time on the regular board meeting to talk about items which would be on the Chamber’s Tuesday
meeting.

Behrns noted that the required public hearing for the Enhanced Enterprise Zone will be held on
Thursday, March 29, in the City Hall council chambers. All the required notices had been placed in the
paper and mailed to affected taxing entities.

Mayor Grenke reported that CREDI will be holding its next Business and Jobs Expo on April 21. The
City will have a table at the session.

Park Department
The Park Board will meet next week, but minutes from the last meeting were in the committee agenda
packet.

Cemetery Advisory Committee

Brown presented minutes from last week’s committee meeting were in the packet, as well as copies of
bids for the mowing contract. Although he was not the lowest bid, the Committee recommended that
the contract be awarded to the present mower, Travis Hardesty. This was based on his location and
familiarity with the required work. There had been no increase in contract fees in three years.
.Sanders questioned whether the work could not be done cheaper by the Park Department. Colvin
said that this had been done in the past when the City had not been able to get a contractor. She did
not think they would want to do it on a regular basis. Other committee members appeared to favor
contracting the work. Behrns will prepare an authorizing ordinance, but will also further research and
contact the park director and Board about their interest.

Colvin said that the Avenue of Flags committee will have a meeting soon to work out the priorities for
displaying flag for long time periods around holidays, when they might be subject to weather damage.
The committee will seek a consensus on protocols for the display.

Tree Board

There was no report, but Mayor Grenke noted that Arbor Day will be celebrated the first Friday in April.
Behrns said that the City will start assigning tree work to Asplundh after April 1.

Library Board



®

No formal report was made, but minutes and a future agenda were presented in the Committee packet.

Finance

Financial statements for February were made available. Behrns had no new concerns or analysis to
mention. Sanders again questioned receipts for beer and liquor licenses. Behrns is prove a complete
list of licensees, and fee payment at the next meeting. Behrns noted that gas taxes did not meet
recent targets, but that sales tax collections (to be posted in March) are up considerably above target.

Bills over $1,250
Committee received a preliminary list of bills over $1,250. Committee members had no immediate
guestions.

Other General Government

Behrns said a petition will soon be received for annexation of property west on Highway 124 and south
of Highway 22. Behrns suggests that a public hearing will be scheduled for a recess of the March
Board meeting, to take place before the April 2 Public Works and Public Utilities Committee meeting.
This will allow for adoption of an ordinance at the regular April Board meeting.

Behrns has not yet received a catalogue for fireworks from J & M. The City must act in April to pass a
resolution allowing for the July 4, display and to order early and receive additional fireworks. Approval
of the purchase may be on the recessed agenda for April 2.

Police Department
Bias presented the report of Police Department activities in February. The committee had no
guestions.

Committee was presented with traffic counts for vehicular trips on Head Street and Booth Street at
Jefferson. Bias said he had talked to a soon-to-retire school bus driver. The driver is okay with
relocating the stop sign at Sims Street to a more northerly location, but feels a stop was need
somewhere between Lakeview an the Railroad. Bagley said that side traffic in the evening is heavy,
too. Angell said that he had received citizen comment which seemed to favor eliminating the sign,
rather than moving it. After considerable discussion the matter was deferred to the April committee
meeting and Bias will invite one of the school bus drivers to attend. No action will be taken before
school ends the spring session.

Bias reported that the City will receive a Homeland Security Grant for more than $75,000 for
replacement or reprogramming of its radios. The grant will also apply to a portion of public works
radios and the dispatch center. The City will be able to meet its obligations for switching to
narrowband broadcasting before the end of the year, and will have to pay for only for some
reprogramming and licensing work. The City’s share should only be about $900. The grant will be fast
tracked and should be implemented before Anchor Festival. Depending on the contract documents, an
ordinance may be required to authorize the Mayor to sign a contract. Radio units which cannot be
reprogrammed will be scrapped.

Bias said that the Police Department squad room was in bad shape. Part of the work could be done by
officers, with only a few hundred dollars worth of pant and carpet Bias said that he has a quote from a
furniture company in Columbia to supply used modular workstations for $4,250. With credit for the old
surplus desks, the cost would be $4,030. This item was not in the draft budget. Committee discussed



whether to allow purchase and when. Behrns said that, with a year to adapt, he felt he could cover the
relatively small cost, with adjustments elsewhere. He told Angell that he had not yet developed an
internal contingency “cut list” for the new budget. Angell said that he would favor paying the costin the
current fiscal year, but he was concerned that since this work was foreseeable, the purchase should
have been discussed as part of the budgeting process. Simmons moved to table the matter until the
regular Board meeting. Wilkins seconded the motion. All present voted in favor and the proposal was
tabled until March 19.

Fire Department
Rusch presented a report of Fire Department activities in February.

Behrns mentioned a meeting between the City and Dave Griggs and Scott Olson of the Boone County
Fire Protection District. They discussed the effectiveness of how the two fire departments jointly
handled emergency medical calls. The situation seems collegial and to mutual benefit. The Districtis
in the process of examine actual monetary costs for answering some priority calls within the City limits.
Eventually, the City may be presented with a draft contract proposal for an annual payment to cover
supplies and other expenses deriving from the calls. Behrns does not expect this to be a large
amount. If and when a contract is achieved, it might also more formally spell out when each
department might have mutual obligation responsibilities for all types of calls.

Emergency Management
There was no formal report. Mayor Grenke noted that this was Emergency Preparedness Week and
that a state-wide tornado drill will be held on Tuesday afternoon.

City Prosecutor
No report.

Protective Inspection

Behrns reported some response to letters mailed concerning dangerous structures. One owner on S.
Allen will be requesting a demolition permit. Others have been making inquires. $7,500 budgeted for
demolition subsidies may not be enough. Mr. Cornett with the greenhouse sent a letter says that he
would complete debris removal by May 1. (This was before a third greenhouse suffered damage
during a windstorm last week.) Mr. Douglas was in and still wants to keep the scales at the feed store
on Rollins. He has ordered lumber to replace the decking. He is also considering future sale of the
facility. Committee members were willing to go along with the fix to the scales, if done promptly, but
also wanted quick work on broken windows and holes in the roof. Behrns was asked for a written
schedule of work.

Budget Discussions

Committee addressed the draft budget for Fiscal Year 2012-13. He said that he had found a typo
which would require replacement of one page. The estimated beginning balance for the Avenue of
Flags Fund was shown at $600 less than intended. The correction would stop the fund from ending in
a negative balance. Behrns has had the electronic version on the web site corrected and has changed
several of the copies around the office. He will replace the pages in the aldermen’s copies, or they can
make the correct in ink. The total revenues and expenditures are not affected

Behrns distributed a draft resolution for amending the appropriation amounts for the Sewer, Park, and
Recreation Center Accounts. The additional expenditures were the result of extra income put to use
during the present year, and of a focus on sewer department labor during the year (with less work



done in water fund activities). Behrns also distributed an ordinance which would give 1.5% raises to
the Treasurer, Attorney, Chief of Police and Prosecutor. And it includes formal recognition of three
merit increases and a promotion for Deputy City Clerk.

Other

Behrns provided an accounting of power poles that probably should be replaced soon. There are 31
remaining, and some will soon be made redundant when aerial lines and replaced with underground
circuits.

As May Arise
Behrns has examined some work papers and stands by his projection that most overlay projects can

be finished by 2015 and in conjunction with the major Switzler and Jefferson Street projects. He
intends to show this to Kenny Cooley, who was concerned that residential streets were being ignored.
Angell and Mayor Grenke would like to set in when the meeting occurs.

Simmons said that her church had decided to proceed with the creation of a community garden. They
are in the process of setting out plots and tilling the ground.

The Committee then adjourned at about 10:05 p.m.
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