
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Centralia, Missouri, 
Enhanced Enterprise Zone on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Tom Elsbury in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall.  Attending were Directors Don Copenhaver, Lorry Myers, and Glen Brown.  Harvey Million 
and Jed Angell were absent. The seat for Other Taxing Jurisdictions was absent.  Also present were 
Matt Harline, City Administrator, Brian McCollum, Boone County Collector 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Lorry Myers moved to re-nominate Tom Elsbury as Chairman and Don Copenhaver seconded 
the motion.  There being no other nominations, Myers asked that the nomination be approved 
by acclamation and her motion was seconded by Copenhaver and approved by unanimous 
voice vote.  
Glenn Brown moved for approval of the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday, April 23, 2013.  
The motion was seconded by Lorry Myers and approved by unanimous voice vote.  
Review of Annual Report/Hubble and State Report 
Harline gave a brief overview of the annual report.  Harline reported that the County requires as part 
of our agreement with them that we make a report on our activities and that report was submitted late 
this year.  The report is included in the packet as is the report to the State that largely mimics the 
information.  Harline noted that there is only one recipient of tax abatement – Hubbell – and they had 
reported additional investment of $485,429 this year.  The increased employment numbers have not 
yet been submitted.  Harline noted that in addition to Hubbell’s expansion, LaCrosse Lumber also 
expanded their operation within the boundary of the EEZ, but did not seek abatement.  In addition, 
seven new businesses started up in the EEZ during the year.  Harline stated that the next meeting of 
the EEZ Board would be in February or March of next year.  Harline noted that Hubbell Power 
Systems had been invited to come but only at the last minute.  They had been very helpful getting the 
report together.    
 
Harline said that the annual report to the State was due next month and was asking the Board to 
approve the report.  Harline relied in answer to a question that the City has only received one request 
for abatement.  He added that the MFA project would have been eligible but they had a timeline.  
Copenhaver agreed and noted that they were spending about $3 million on the project. 
 
Harline asked if there were any additional questions about the report and there were none.  Brown 
made a motion to approve the State report that was seconded by Copenhaver and passed by 
a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Adoption of an Application Form for Centralia. 
Harline state that during his discussion with Grey Jackson, who was our liaison with the Missouri 
Department of Economic Development, she said that the City should develop and use their own 
application for new abatement projects.  Harline explained that the draft form included in the packet 
was crafted largely from a template that Ms. Jackson sent him, with modifications unique to Centralia 
such as the entities copied on the form as noted at the bottom.  Myers asked why the years 2013 – 
2028 were on the form, to which Harline replied that was the life of the EEZ.  Harline said that the 
abatement zone disappeared in 2028 like Brigadoon.     
 
Harline noted that most NAICS codes are eligible for abatement including hotels, but not restaurants, 
casinos or retail.  Myers asked if a daycare would be eligible and Harline replied he was not sure but 
codes starting with 44-45 Educational Services and 81 Other Services were not eligible by State 
Statute.  There was a brief discussion about the need for daycare in Centralia. 
 



Elsbury made a motion to adopt the form as the official form to apply for abatement.  Myers 
seconded the motion which was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Other 
Harline said that he made a presentation about the EEZ district at the recent CREDI event that was 
well attended.  He felt that it was a very nice event.   
 
Elsbury made a motion to adjourn that Myers seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 6:25pm. 
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